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ACTION ARA-20 

INFO OCT-01 EUR-25 ISO-OO SSO-OO NSCE-00 INRE-00 USIE-00 

AID-20 CIAE-00 COME-OO EB-11 FRB-02 INR-10 NSAE-00 

RSC-01 TRSE-00 XMB-07 OPIC-12 SPC-03 CIEP-02 LAB-06 

SIL-01 OMB-01 DODE-OO PM-07 H-03 L-03 NSC-10 PA-04 

PRS-01 SS-20 SAM-01 NIC-01 OPR-02 OC-06 CCO-OO A-01 

SCS-03 SCA-01 SY-10 USSS-00 DRC-01 /196W 

018744 

O P 131515Z FEB 74 
FM AMCONSUL MARTINIQUE 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 1479 
COMC ARIB SEAFRON IMMEDIATE UNN 
INFO AMEMBASSY PARIS PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY BRIDGETOWN PRIORITY 
AMCONSUL CURACAO PRIORITY 

UNCLAS MARTINIQUE 0067 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PINS.ELAB, MB 

SUBJECT: GENERAL STRIKE IN MARTINIQUE. 

1. LONG-PREPARED GENERAL STRIKE BEGAN MARTINIQUE THESDAY FEBRUARY 
TWELVE. ALL MAJOR MARTINIQUE TRADE UNIONS PARTICIPATING. 

STRIKERS PROTESTING AGAINS HIGH COST OF LIVING AND RECENT PRICE 
INCREASES. SPECIFIC DEMANDS INCLUDE IMMEDIATE PARITY WITH 
METROPOLITAN FRANCE IN SUCH MATTERS AS MINIMUM WAGES AND SOCIAL 
SECURITY BENEFITS. WIDE-SPREAD DISCONTENT OVER SKYROCKETING 
PRICES HAS MADE STRIKE MUCH MORE EFFECTIVE THAN IS NORMALLY THE 
CASE IN MARTINIQUE WHERE TRADE UNION MEMBERSHIP IS SMALL. 

2. STRIKE TURNED NASTY WEDNESDAY FEBRUARY 13 AS GROUPS OF 
STRIKERS ROAMED STREETS THREATENING NONSTRIKERS AND FORCING 
NONPARTICIPATING ESTABLISHMENTS CLOSE THEIR DOORS. MOST OF 
DOWNTOWN FORT-DE-FRANCE SHUT TIGHT. APPARENTLY THERE HAVE BEEN 
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SEVERAL CLASHES BETWEEN POLICE AND STRIKERS BUT DETAILS UNAVAILABLE 
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AT THIS TIME. 

3. WHILE OBVIOUSLY INCAPABLE OF BEING EVERYWHERE AT ONCE. 

FRENCH MILITARY AND POLICE AUTHORITIES FULLY CAPABLE OF 
MAINTAINING LAW AND ORDER, NO KNOWN DANGER AMERICAN LIVES OR 
PROPERTY AT THIS TIME. 

REMOLE 
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